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Please cancel claims 2 and 6 without prejudice. 



1. (Currently Amended) A method of switching between a previous base station and 
a new base station in a wireless communications syste m having a shared downlink data channel 
that carries downlink data from the wireless communication system to at least one wireless unit , 
said method comprising the steps of: 

sending signals from the wireless unit indicating to said wireless communications system 
via an uplink control channel associated with the shared downlink data channel, wherein the 
^gnals indicate # >e-an identity of said new base station from which tho t hat the wireless unit has 
selecte d from which to receive downlink data; 

waiting for an indication from the wireless communication system to switch to said new 
base station; 

receiving downlink data from said previous base station via the shared downlink data 
channel until said indication; and 

switching to said new base station aftag- in response to said indication to switch to said 
new base station. 




3. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 13 wherein said step of 
sending comprises the step of: 

sending said base stution information signals indicating the identity of said new base 
station and downlink data rate information on said uplink control channel to said previous base 
Station. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said step of 
receiving comprises the step of: 
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receiving downlink data from said previous base station via the shared downlink data 
channel until an indication from said previous base station that data for said wireless unit at -from 
said previous dat abase station h as been sent. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim t wherein said step of 
receiving comprises the step of: 

receiving downlink data from said previous base statio n via the shared downlink data 
channel until receiving an indication a notification from said previous base station that data is 
being forwarded to said new base station. 

6. (Cancelled) 

Please add the following new claims: 

7. (New) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said step of sending comprises 
the step of sending base station identification information on the uplink control channel 
associated with the shared downlink data channel carrying said downlink data to said wireless 
unit. 

8. (New) A method as claimed in claim 7 wherein said step of sending comprises 
the step of sending said base station identification information and downlink data rate 
information on said uplink control channel. 

9. (New) A method as claimed in clain^ 1, wherein the signals sent via the uplink 
control channel identifying the new base station comprise a Walsh code, and wherein the sending 
step comprises spreading the signals in the uplink control channel such that only the new base 
station receives the signals from the wireless unit. 



3 



PAGE 3/8 * RCVD AT 517/2004 2:26:00 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID: 1 2489888363 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-34 



05/07/2004 FRI 14:29 FAX 124W&88363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 





1004/008 



Chuah 57-15 
67108-048 



10- (New) A method as claimed in claim l t wherein the indication comprises an 



indication message that is sent to the previous base station indicating that data packets are ready 
to be sent to the new base station. 

II. (New) A method as claimed in clainv 10, wherein the indication message is an 
end of data signal indicating that the receiving step has received all data from the previous base 
station. 



12. (New) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the indication is conducted 
repeatedly until the switching step is conducted 

13. (New) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said step of sending comprises 
broadcasting said signals via said uplink control channel, which is a broadcast channel capable or 
being received by a plurality of base stations, 

14. (New) A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the wireless unit notifies the 
previous base station regarding the switching to the new base station via the broadcast channel. 

15. (New) A method as claimed in claim 13', wherein the wireless unit notifies the 
new base station regarding the switching to the new base station via the broadcast channel. 
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